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Use the above address for summer questions/contact 
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SENIOR AP  -  Summer Assignment 
 
Welcome to Senior AP English!  For your summer assignment, you will be 
expanding your reading background, as well as honing your writing and 
analyzation ability, in order to begin building the skills and literary 
background necessary to prepare for the AP Exam. 
 
● All work will be submitted to “turnitin.com” upon returning to 

school in September.  You should be handing in original work.  
This is an independent assignment, and therefore I strongly 
discourage against sharing materials and ideas whereas this may 
be viewed as cheating.  Please review the plagiarism policy in your 
student handbook. 

 
● Hamlet assignments will be due on the first day of school. 

 
● Be prepared to submit all summer work to turnitin.com on this 

day as well. 
 
Required readings: 
 
● Hamlet 
● 2 novels of your choice from “The List”  (see the back page of this 

packet) 
 

*If you were in the Honors III class – you may not choose any novels 
that you read with Mrs. McMurray. 



Assignment for the two novels:  
 
Read both novels and be prepared to write an essay on each upon 
returning to school (essays will be administered during the second week 
of school).  The essays will serve as a measure of how closely you have 
read the novels as well as your analyzation / writing skills.  Each essay 
will be a timed (40 minute) writing sample and will be graded 
holistically using the attached rubric.  Each essay will count as a quiz 
grade.  I will allow time to discuss / answer questions regarding the 
essays during the first week of school.   
 
Assignment for Hamlet: 
 
The Hamlet assignment will count as a test grade. 
 
There are many recurring motifs within this play.  Some of the most obvious 
are: 
 

1. Sickness 
2. Fate or purpose in life 
3. Rights and duties of a king 
4. Revenge 
5. Corruption 

 
● Using the above list of motifs, for each act of the play, you 

will need to identify places where each motif is evident and 
then support those identifications with textual evidence and 
explanation. 

 
● Find as many as possible in each act, but you need to have a 

minimum of one example per act.  Most acts contain more than 
one example for each motif.  Simply listing one example when 
there are many obvious others will compromise your grade on 
this assignment. 

 
● Each motif appears in every act, but not necessarily in every 

scene.  Keep in mind that some scenes will focus very heavily 
on one particular motif while skimming over or completely 
ignoring others. 

 



● Some events can overlap and fit into more than one motif.  It is 
fine to apply events this way. 

 
 
For example, if you were exploring conflict in Hamlet, in addition to the 
obvious conflict between Hamlet and Claudius, you would need to explore 
the inner conflicts that plague Hamlet and show how they affect and shape 
the play. 
 
Sample: 
 
Motif:  Revenge 
 
Quote:  “Revenge his foul and most unnatural murther” (I.v.25) 
 
Explanation:  At this point in the play, the ghost of King Hamlet reveals 
himself to Prince Hamlet and divulges the circumstances behind his death.  
Because Hamlet is his son, he wants him to avenge his murder.  This request 
clearly shows the motif of revenge in Act I. 
 
You could also use this example under Rights and Duties Of a King.  It is 
Hamlet’s duty to avenge his father’s death so that he can rightfully take the 
throne.  His birthright denotes that he should be the king of Denmark. 

 
● In your assignment please group all of your answers 

together by motif.  For example, all corruption motifs 
should be together, all revenge motifs should be together, 
etc…   

● You will lose points on the assignment if motifs are not 
grouped together this way. 

● If you do not hand in a Hamlet assignment on the first day 
of school, you will be issued an academic detention and 10% 
will automatically be deducted from the final grade. 

 
 
Have a wonderful summer!  I’m looking forward to seeing you in 
September!  If you have any pressing summer assignment questions, 
concerns, or full-blown meltdowns, you can contact me at: 
 
coombsclan4@gmail.com      or        856-498-9987 



 
 

The List 
 

Please note that you will be using the titles on this list for your 
research papers as well (research papers will require two novel 

choices).  If you think you’d like to use a novel for your 
research paper, you will need to pick a different title for 

summer reading.   
 
 
 

* The novel or play contains mature content 
 
 
 
The Poisonwood Bible  (Barbara Kingsolver) 
 
*The Color Purple  (Alice Walker) 
 
Pride and Prejudice (Jane Austen) 
 
Gulliver’s Travels (Jonathan Swift) 
 
Wuthering Heights  (Emily Bronte) 
 
The Grapes of Wrath (Emily Bronte) 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  (Harriet Beecher Stowe) 
 
*Invisible Man (Ralph Ellison) 
 
*Their Eyes Were Watching God  (Zara Neale Hurston) 



 
*The Kite Runner  (Khaled Hosseini) 
 
*The Lovely Bones  (Alice Sebold) 
 
*The Bluest Eye (Toni Morrison) 
 
*The Secret Life of Bees  (Sue Monk Kidd) 
 
*Things Fall Apart (Chinua Achebe) 
 
*A Thousand Splendid Suns (Khaled Hosseini) 
 
*Song of Solomon (Toni Morrison) 
 
*Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad) 
 
*Native Son (Richard Wright) 
 
*Catch 22 (Joseph Heller) 
 
*The Slaughterhouse Five (Kurt Vonnegut) 
 
*The Things They Carried (Tim O’Brien) 
 
*A Separate Peace (John Knowles) 
 
A Prayer for Owen Meany (John Irving) 
 
*The Road (Cormac McCarthy)    
 
* No Country For Old Men  (Cormac McCarthy) 


